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Try hero’s lucky day 


Newcastle winger Darren Albert 
admitted he had owed his team¬ 
mates something special before 
scoring the last-minute try that 
sparked scenes of unbridled joy 
at Sydney Football Stadium yes¬ 
terday. 

Albert scored with eight seconds of 
the match remaining to give the 
Knights a thrilling 22-16 grand final 
victory over Manly and their first Aus¬ 
tralian Rugby league premiership. 

With at least 70 per cent of the 
record 42,482 crowd supporting New¬ 
castle, the noise was deafening and 
Albert's teammates, who had trailed 
by six or eight points throughout the 
match, hardly knew what to do. 

As Albert raised his arms in tri¬ 
umph, Knights full-back Robbie 
O'Davis ran straight past him and did 
his "jig of joy” in front of the crowd. 


captain Paul I tarragon rushed to the 
eastern touchline punching his fists in 
the air. five-eighth Matthew Johns col¬ 
lapsed on the turf and the rest 
mobbed Albert. 

Many Knights officials, past and 

C resent, were in tears. But it could 
ave been a different story. 

Trailing I6-I0 with II minutes on 
the clock. Albert threw a horrendous, 
loose pass to his own in-goal area that 
forced a drop-out. giving Manly pos¬ 
sesion when the Knights could least 
afford it. 

"I was ready to string myself, it was 
that disappointing, and I was just 
readv to crumble," Albert said. 

"But the boys picked me up and 
said we still had time to win. Luckily 


enough we did. Making amends goes 
through your mind when you make a 
mistake like that and I guess it was just 
luck that I got that last try. 

“There were players all around me 
but I saw the line wide open, it's 
definitely the most memorable try I'll 
ever score." 

Matthew fohns, whose contract, 
along with that of his brother Andrew, 
expired at full-time, said the memory 
of Albert scoring would live with him 
forever. 

“I just couldn't believe it," he said. 
“I saw him going over but it looked 
like he was going over in slow motion. 
I knew there was only a couple of sec¬ 
onds to go." 

After running with a stiff breeze. 
Newcastle trailed 16-8 at half time, 
but Johns said the wind shifted in the 
second half, making him think it was 
the Knights' day. "Sometimes you 


think it's just meant to be." he said. 

The only people happier than the 
players were the Knights' fans. With 79 
buses, two eight-carriage express 
trains and hundreds of private cars 
binding their way back to Newcastle 
last night, the party was set to contin¬ 
ue for days, with the battling steel city 
having finally found a positive to focus 
on. 

Andrew Johns conceded last night 
that it would be virtually impossible 
for him and brother Matthew not to 
re-sign for the club. 

"With this victory and the way the 
town's got behind us, the club's obvi¬ 
ously going to be better off financially 
and. hopefully, that means Matthew 
and I will stay together at Newcastle," 
Johns said. 

"The decision will never be made 
on monetary reasons, It will be a 
career move." 

Picture ADAM PRETTY 


Jubilant Newcastle players celebrate the Knights' first AFL premiership after their last-gasp upset win over Manly at Sydney Footlxtll Stadium yesterday. 

Gieschen’s Tigers No. 1 in the twos 


ETAILS 


THE RESERVES 

RICHMOND 17.12 (114) 

HAWTHORN 10.10 (70) 

Goals — RICHMOND: Jurica 5. Nichotls 3. Ptapp 2, Moore. Howatt. Evans. Baldwin. Jewell. 
Griffin, Nalsh. HAWTHORN: Thompson. Ridley 2. Dixon. Fraser, Gibeon, Stevenson. Pritchard, 


Best — RICHMOND: Stefnfort, Evans, NichoHs. Tomey. AKeHaway. Tape, Jurica, Griffin. 
HAWTHORN: Fraser. Bone, Hay. Rawlings, Uoyd. Condon. 

Injuries — HAWTHORN: Thompson (leg). 

Report: Ridley (Haw) by field umpire Maloolm for allegedly striking A Keilaway (Rich) with a fist 
to the head during the third quarter. 

Umpires: Burton. DeNer. Malcolm. 

TAC CUP (UNDER 18) 

North Ballarat Rebels 16.15 (111) 

Dandenong Stingrays 10.16 (78) 

•FOOTYRET 

Footywtn: Vic TAB divs for $1: Adelaide (2) *4 30 

Footydouble: Half-time St KJIda (10) full-time Adelaide (3) $128.80. 

Quarter Quad: Qtr-tkne Adelaide (1) half-time St KHda (10) three qtr-time Adelaide (1) full-time 
Adelaide (3) $*874.80. • 
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Jeff Gieschen's Midas touch at 
Richmond continued on Satur¬ 
day when he guided the Tigers to 
a 44-point win over Hawthorn in 
the AFL reserves grand final at 
the MCG. 

The Tigers led at every change 
before winning 17.12 (114) to 
Hawthorns 10.10 (70). 

The victory completes a 
remarkable season for Gieschen. 
who was appointed senior coach 
of Richmond for the next two 
seasons after the final home- 
and-away game. 

He began the season in charge 
of the reserves and as assistant to 
then senior coach Robert Walls. 
He then took over as caretaker 
senior coach when Walls was 
sacked with five rounds to go. 

From those games Gieschen 
led the senior team to four wins, 
culminating in a one-point win 
over Carlton at Optus Oval, an 
effort that guaranteed him the 
senior role next season. 


Football 


On Saturday, his reserves side 
was too strong for a Hawthorn 
team farcwelling many club vet¬ 
erans. 

Darrin Pritchard. Ray Jencke 
and Anthony Condon, promi¬ 
nent players in Hawthorn’s glory 
era in (he 1980s, could not pull 
off a win in their final match. 

Several Tigers were also tipped 
to retire, including Trent Nichols 
and Jason Baldwin who were big 
contributors in the grand final- 
win. 

Full-forward Stephen Jurica 
was another fine performer for 
the Tigers, kicking five goals. 

In the under-18 grand final. 
North Ballarat Rebels comfort¬ 
ably accounted for Dandenong 
Stingrays. 

The Rebels wop bv 35 poii)V>. 
'16.15 fill) to 10.16 (7SS). 


AROUND THE 


GROUNDS 


PAUL 

DAFFEY 


Vengeance 
for Tigers 
in Riverina 
flag win 

Former Essendon 
champion Terry 
Danlher yester¬ 
day kicked three 
goals as Wagga 
Tigers avenged 
last yearis defeat 
by Ganmaln- 
Crong Grong- 
Matong In the 
Riverina league 
grand final, turn¬ 
ing the tables 
with a 60-point 
victory. 

Danlher had an entertaining 
struggle at centre half-forward 
against" 18-year-old Christian 
McPherson, who kept the 40- 
year-old legend honest. Another 
40-year-old, Gerald Pieper, 
played a sterling game for the 
Tigers while winginan Steven 
Priest was best afield. Full-back 
Anthony Carroll was among the 
best for the Lions. 

In the Goulburn Valley league 
yesterday, Echuca proved too 
strong for Rochester and won by 
25 points. The grand final — the 
first between the two clubs since 
1945, when they were in the Ben¬ 
digo league — had been billed as a 
battle between former Melbourne 
teammates Simon Eishold, now 
captain-coach of Echuca, and 
David Williams, the captain- 
coach of Rochester. Both played 
on the ball and were among their 
clubs’ best. 

Another Echuca onballer, Chris 
Eddy, was best afield and Michael 
Martin did his name proud with a 
solid game at full-back. For Roch¬ 
ester, Scott Hansen won in the 
ruck and ball-magnet Philip 
‘Toot" Morgan picked up another 
swag of possessions in the centre. 

Back in Melbourne, Knox 
Junior Football Association clubs 
will vote on 7 October on whether 
to join the Eastern districts league 
and form the Eastern Football 
League. The union would consist • 
of about 260 clubs and surpass 
the Footscray district league as 
the largest In Australia. 

If the Ballarat league Is an indi¬ 
cation, Introducing clubs can be a 
great success. Sunbury, which last 
year won the Riddell league pre¬ 
miership, last week defeated Lake 
Wendouree by 11 points In the 
Ballarat league grand final. 

Sunbury's success, achieved 
without former AFL players Dar¬ 
ren Tarczon and coach Dean Lup- 
son, who were suspended during 
the finals, was compounded by 
the other former Riddell clubs, 
Melton, Melton South and Darley, 
which all made the final six. 

Sunbury^ celebrations contin¬ 
ued throughout the week. In 
Swan Hill, Tyntynder maintained 
a celebratory tradition when its 
premiership players piled into the 
back of a truck lor the 3 pm Mon¬ 
day parade down the main street. 

The BuUdogs had beaten Cen¬ 
tral Murray league arch-rival 
Swan HID, whose oval is across 
the road. On Monday the Bulldogs 
carried on down the main street 
before lobbing in front of Swan 
HIIIH watering hole, the Oasis, 
and belting out the Tyntynder 
club song. 

The same scene has been - 
played out aU around Victoria In 
recent weeks, as premiers lap up 
their success. For the losers It* 
back to summer plans for pre- 
season and boom recruits, and 
hope fer a better yefr n^xt year. 
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